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A garden centre spread some 
festive cheer to a school.

Dobbies of Ashford gifted one 
of its real trees to The Beacon 
school, Folkestone, which 
offers educational experiences 

for pupils aged three to 19 
with complex needs, learning 
difficulties and physical and 
sensory impairments.

The store’s reindeer mascot, 
Dobbie, delivered the tree 

with baubles and lights, and 
centre manager Sherrianne 
Spearpoint said: “We thought 
it would be a lovely way to say 
thank you from the community 
for the school’s amazing work,”

Tree lights up faces at Beacon

‘Progressive’ school seeking permanent base

A singing school is returning 
home to Folkestone.

The Harmony School, founded 
and run by Folkestone man Jayl 
De Lara, teaches hundreds of 
people, ranging from beginners 
to professionals.

It has been running in Glouces-
tershire for 20 years but Mr De 
Lara has decided to expand and 
move the school to his home 
town.

The school specialises in vocal 
coaching and singing therapy 
as well as poetry and personal 
development to build confidence 
and self-esteem.

Mr De Lara, a singer-songwriter 
and poet, said: “The school also 
promotes new and progressive 
teaching methods, combined 
with traditional techniques. 

“As well as empowering people 
to find their voices, it has also 
helped many with medical condi-
tions such as hay fever, asthma, 
migraines and depression.”

The school has already been 
operating from venues through-
out Folkestone and Romney 
Marsh.

Mr De Lara is looking for a 
new studio in Folkestone itself 
in early 2017 with “a couple of 
options on the table”.

The school is working with 
Stagecoach performing arts 
group and teaching youngsters 
at the Folkestone Academy. It 
has previously worked with can-
cer sufferers and groups includ-
ing Headway and the Prince’s 

Trust. It is hoped the school will 
expand and come into different 
venues throughout Shepway and 
spread further out into London.

The best singers who train with 
the school are selected to make 
professional recordings on the 
Harmony Label, which is also 
run by Mr De Lara. As an intro-

duction to the area, Harmony 
School is running a special vocal 
course for all ages, aimed at bud-
ding singers in Folkestone. It will 
start in January.

Singing teacher’s 
plans for harmony 
in his home town 

Jayl De Lara, originally from Folkestone, has brought the 
Harmony singing school back to his home town

Pupils with, from left, Sherrianne Spearpoint and Catherine Cotsford of Dobbies, and Beacon 
business development manager Sarah Reardon  Picture: Matt Bristow

➥ For more information go to 
www.harmonyschool.co.uk

or email: accounts@thomasmews.com
www.thomasmewsltd.com
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SYNTHETIC GRASS 
really does look as good as the real thing

All building works undertaken  
from concept to finish

Visit our show site at Quex Barn, 
Birchington CT7 0BB 

Saturdays 10am - 1pm

PLUS No more mud, mowing, 
edging or watering.

Even your dogs can play out and 
you don’t have to worry 

about messy paws

BOUND RESIN DRIVES
Many colours available
Bound Resin is slightly flexible, so will not crack

with changing temperature 
No weed problem that you get with block paving 
and looks really great
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